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Here’s a taster of what to expect: 

 “[Evan Christopher] is, in my estimation, not only the greatest jazz clarinetist alive, but one of the greatest of all time”
Ahmet Ertegun, founding chairman of Atlantic Records

 “Ballaké Sissoko … is an adventurous virtuoso …mixing African and western themes in exquisite, trance-like improvisations.”

The Guardian

“Andy Irvine is Woody Guthrie’s representative on earth.”



Hot Press

 “Dizzying, danceable and frenetic (Konono No. 1)”

Newsweek
 “One can only hope that a group as good as this (Tarab) gets the wider exposure it surely deserves.”
All About Jazz

This year’s Music strand kicks off in the Set Theatre with the Ale Möller Band. If there is such a thing as “world music”, Möller is definitely doing it by bringing many different traditions together into a sum greater – and groovier – than its parts.

Other nights at the Set include Konono No.1 with their irresistible, magnetic trance music from Kinshasa, or The Innisfree Céilí Band with their infectious sets (at the Set!) from North Connaught. It doesn’t get any more local than The County Session, an exposition of all that’s great about traditional music in Kilkenny. The Set evokes the great jazz clubs of Manhattan, and we’ve responded accordingly, with music that swings hard from Evan Christopher and Michael Buckley. 

Andy Irvine, Tarab, Fidil and the Dublin City Jazz Orchestra are all vying for your attention elsewhere but, if one gig is all you have in you, make it St Canice’s for the double bill of Calcutta slide guitarist Debashish Bhattacharya and his brother Subashish on Indian percussion, followed by cellist Vincent Segal and the exquisite Malian kora player, Ballake Sissoko.

ALE MÖLLER BAND (Sweden)

10pm, Friday 6 August

Set Theatre

Ale Möller is Sweden’s answer to Donal Lunny and a multi-instrumentalist who can play anything from the bouzouki to the cowhorn. As a member of Frifot, he revolutionised the folk tradition of his native Sweden. The Ale Möller Band draws a cosmopolitan group of musicians from Africa, Greece and Asia into a watertight outfit.

INNISFREE CÉILÍ BAND (Ireland)

10pm. Saturday 7 August

Set Theatre

The Innisfree Céilí Band grew up playing together, and it shows. Led by Oisín MacDiarmada of Téada, this Sligo band blends its instruments into a seamless musical voice, capturing the dramatic energy and drive that remains such a feature of North Connacht music. 

MICHAEL BUCKLEY’S DUBLIN STANDARD TIME (Ireland)


9pm, Sunday 8 August

Set Theatre

Ireland’s finest saxophonist, Michael Buckley, is in good company with Dublin Standard Time, his tight new ensemble featuring some of the finest players of the current generation - Myles Drennan on Fender Rhodes, bassist Michael Coady and drummer Sean Carpio, 

THE KILKENNY COUNTY SESSION

9pm, Monday 9 August

Set Theatre

Hosted by Malcolm Noonan
Celebrating the vibrant traditional & folk scene of the Marble County.

Featuring: Friary Street, Anthony McAuley, Jim Maher, John Touhy, The Dowling Family plus surprise guests.

BALLAKÉ SISSOKO (Mali) & VINCENT SEGAL (France)

Double Bill With

DEBASHISH BHATTACHARYA &  SUBHASIS BHATTACHARYA (India)
8pm, Tuesday 10 August

St Canice’s Cathedral

Mali’s Ballaké Sissoko is a master of the kora, the intoxicating 21-stringed harp whose haunting, crystalline sound has won over audiences worldwide. Now he has teamed up with classical cellist Vincent Segal in a unique collaboration that blends the voices of these two regal instruments, “mixing African and Western themes in exquisite, trance-like improvisations” (The Guardian). 

Debashish Bhattacharya “takes the slide guitar into territory Ry Cooder doesn’t even know about” (London Telegraph).  Now regarded as “one of the most inventive classically-influenced musicians working in India” (The Guardian), he is backed by his brother Subhasis Bhattacharya on tabla. 
EVAN CHRISTOPHER’S DJANGO À LA CRÉOLE (US)


8pm, Wednesday 11 August

Set Theatre

This year marks the centenary of the birth of legendary jazz guitarist Django Reinhardt, and we mark it with a concert from acclaimed quartet Django à la Créole. The brainchild of Evan Christopher, a clarinetist described as one of “the greatest of all time” (Jazz Classique), Django à la Créole features guitarists David Blenkhorn and Dave Kelbie, and bassist Sebastien Girardot.

ANDY IRVINE (Ireland)

8pm, Thursday 12 August

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

Singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, raconteur, Andy Irvine was the linchpin of celebrated groups such as Sweeney’s Men, Patrick Street, Planxty and, most recently, Mozaik. His breathtaking musicianship over the past 40 years has produced one acclaimed album after another and cemented his reputation as an unrivalled balladeer. 

KONONO NO.1 (Congo)

8pm, Friday 13 August

Set Theatre

Congolese band Konono No.1 has been going for 44 years, and some members are in their seventies. But if you think that makes for a sedate occasion, think again. Konono are a riot in musical form. Feted in recent years by Thom Yorke and Beck, they’ve picked up a Grammy nomination and guested on albums by Herbie Hancock and Björk. Funky, exuberant, and utterly danceable, Konono No.1 will take Kilkenny by storm.

TARAB (Ireland)

1pm, Saturday 14 August

St Canice’s Cathedral

Led by pianist Francesco Turrisi, Tarab is an ever-evolving ensemble that weaves together traditional music from Ireland and the Mediterranean. Bringing together jazz saxophonist Nick Roth and classical cellist Kate Ellis with traditional flautist Emer Maycock and percussionist Robbie Harris, Tarab blends these disparate musical traditions into its own distinctive sound. 

FIDIL (Ireland)

6pm, Saturday 14 August

Cleere’s Pub

If you think a trio of unaccompanied Donegal fiddlers isn’t for you, think again. Fidil’s exhilarating live shows grab their audience by the scruff of the neck and don’t let go.  Formed in 2008 when Ciarán Ó Maonaigh & Aidan O'Donnell (winner of this year’s TG4 Young Musician of the Year) released a duet CD to widespread critical acclaim, Fidil were soon joined by Damien McGeehan. 
DUBLIN CITY JAZZ ORCHESTRA (Ireland)

with guest singer Honor Heffernan
9pm, Saturday 14 August

Hotel Kilkenny

After Dublin City Jazz Orchestra lit up the World Stage at the Electric Picnic in 2008, they knew they were onto something. Led by saxophonist /clarinetist Ciaran Wilde, this is an evening of wild sounds from the big band era. The orchestra’s four trumpets, four trombones, five saxophones and rhythm section will whip up a storm while acclaimed jazz singer Honor Heffernan brings her versatile vocals to some wonderful old standards.

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

