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Tindersticks, Erik Friedlander, Adrian Crowley, Mick Flannery, Damo Suzuki and Pierce Turner.

What’s the connection?

Wired Music Programme curated by Matthew Nolan

at Kilkenny Arts Festival

www.kilkennyarts.ie
6 – 15 August 2010

This year’s WIRED independent music programme offers an eclectic blend of genres and style. Tindersticks have been wowing audiences live since ’93, and their closing show in St Canice’s, featuring their Irish drummer David Kitt, will be something for music lovers to savour. 

Adrian Crowley returns after his show-stealing set at last year’s festival, the peerless Mick Flannery will have them singing in the aisles at St. Canice’s while Damo Suzuki is going to be one of those special events that people will talk about for years to come. There’ll be a new music night in the Set Theatre, headlined by Halves, with other acts on the bill including Kilkenny’s own Geppetto and Teffia Ki. 

And So I Watch You From Afar has some amazing tongue-in-cheek stage names -  ‘Bone Crusher’, ‘Face Eater’, ‘Blood Gargler’ and ‘Gut Slurper’, will all be in Kilkenny this year. Erik Friedlander is a veteran of the New York experimental scene and his Wired concert will be a multi-dimensional experience featuring music, stories, images and film. 

Finally, a rare performance by Pierce Turner, one of Ireland’s most important and influential musicians of the last twenty years. 

PUBLIC SEMINAR: THE FUTURE OF MUSIC DISTRIBUTION & PROMOTION

4pm, Sunday 8 August

Kilkenny County Council Arts Office, No. 76 John Street

Chaired by Wired Curator Matthew Nolan 

Panel Pierce Turner, Laurence Mackin, Robert Hacker Jessett, Susan Gill and Edison Waters.

The unprecedented pace of change in the music industry in recent years has created a host of new challenges and opportunities for musicians, audiences and industry professionals. Through an open discussion with key industry insiders, this session will challenge conventional thinking about the business of music.

PIERCE TURNER (Ireland) with JENNIFER EVANS (Ireland)

Saturday 7 August at 6pm
Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

Come and see why Christy Moore wrote the song, “I love the way Pierce Turner sings.” When the Rough Guide to Ireland named Pierce Turner as one of “fifty things to love about the country”, many people were not surprised. Since his first solo work, produced by legendary composer Philip Glass, the man once dubbed “Ireland's greatest living poet” (Hot Press) has released a string of award-winning albums that showcase his extraordinary range of influences. But it is for his anarchic, mercurial live performances that Turner is best loved, rambling yarns, acoustic ballads, blaring brass, string quartets, surprising cover versions, and table-dancing mayhem have all featured. Now a native of New York, Turner brings his extraordinary stage presence back to Ireland for an evening of surprises. 

ERIK FRIEDLANDER (US) in association with Note Productions

FLM ENSEMBLE (Ireland)

Sunday 8 August at 5pm
Set Theatre

Cellist Erik Friedlander has been described as “one of today’s most ingenious and forward-thinking musical practitioners” (Billboard Magazine). A composer and improviser, a classical musician and a jazzbo, he has played with artists as diverse as John Zorn, Laurie Anderson and Courtney Love. The son of the celebrated American photographer, Lee Friedlander, Erik grew up in a household filled with the sounds of his father’s famous subjects – Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin, Ornette Coleman and John Coltrane.

FLM Ensemble Shane Latimer, Claire Fitch and James Mackin met while pursuing an MMus in performance at Dublin Institute of Technology. Coming from a range of musical backgrounds, the trio have forged a distinctive improvisational approach.
MICK FLANNERY (Ireland) with MORTON VALENCE (UK)

and

CATHERINE DOWLING (Ireland)
7pm, Sunday 8 August

St Canice’s Cathedral

In the last two years, Mick Flannery has gone from part-time stonemason to one of Ireland’s most sought-after musicians. Flannery’s stage presence requires no gimmicks, and his heartfelt, confessional songs and distinctive, full-throated voice have invoked comparisons with Bruce Springsteen and Tom Waits. Following the release of his platinum-selling album White Lies, he has played a string of sold-out shows all over Ireland and was nominated for the Choice Album Awards, cited as ‘Most Promising Newcomer’ by Hot Press readers and won ‘Best Male’ at the Meteor Awards. He topped a recent Hot Press poll in two categories: Irish Songwriter and Irish Folk and Trad.

Morton Valence is a five-piece band that makes, in their own words, “vocal duets, psych-rock, electronic country ballads and synthesizer music.” 


Catherine Dowling’s hit ‘Sometimes’ was described by Tom Dunne as one of the greatest Irish singles ever. As front woman and main songwriter with Alphastates, she won many admirers for her energetic performances.

HALVES (Ireland) with GEPPETTO (Ireland), 

RYAN TAYLOR DOYLE (Ireland) and TEFFIA KI (Ireland)
10pm, Thursday 12 August

Set Theatre

Halves
One of Ireland’s most intriguing acts, Halves blend a vast range of instruments, both acoustic and electronic, into an evocative, cinematic live experience. Since their debut in 2007, the band has gone from strength to strength, topping the viewers choice poll on RTE’s ‘Other Voices’ series, playing a host of international festivals including SXSW, and releasing a string of critically-acclaimed EPs. Halves draw on a broad set of influences, including Sigur Ros and Mogwai, to craft intense, deeply resonant soundscapes.

Geppetto supported Amiina at last year’s festival and once again, Mick Minogue (live art) and Paul Mahon (guitar) team up with Colm O'Caoimh (piano), Jane Murphy (cello) and Jeremy Hickey (drums) to create a unique blend of live visuals and ambient, melodic tunes.

Ryan Taylor Doyle is the lead singer of Bell Jar and recently recorded his first studio album of soulful, heartbreaking songs, This Twisted Little Sin. 
Teffia Ki are Patrick McGlynn and Bernard O'Farrell, who weave together sparse electronica and lush classical melodies in a tentative dance.

DAMO SUZUKI (Japan) followed by a dj set from Donal Dineen 

10pm, Friday 13 August

Set Theatre

Damo Suzuki first rose to prominence as a member of legendary German group Can. A decade ago, he embarked on his most ambitious project: the Never Ending Tour. The idea is simple. Suzuki gathers musicians – or “Sound Carriers”, as he calls them – from every corner of the globe, selecting only those who have the potential to respond in the moment. He calls this process ‘Instant Composing’. There are no rehearsals – sometimes the musicians only meet for the first time on stage – no artifice or style, and no barriers between the audience and the musicians (all of whom, for this concert, are based in Ireland). For once, to say that each performance is a unique experience is no exaggeration. 

Donal Dineen A musical pioneer since his early days as the presenter of RTÉ’s No Disco in the nineties, through to his current late night radio show The Small Hours on Today FM, Donal Dineen has used his discerning ear to seek out, listen to and encourage experimental music in all genres.

AND SO I WATCH YOU FROM AFAR 

10pm, Saturday 14 August 

Set Theatre

One of Belfast’s hottest properties, their eponymous debut album was nominated for a Choice Music Award and Xfm’s album of the year. With titles like ‘Set Guitars To Kill’ and ‘Clench Fists, Grit Teeth... GO!’, their songs are epic in scale, marked by frantic rhythms, monstrous chords and thundering percussion. 

ADRIAN CROWLEY (Ireland) with  VALERIE FRANCIS (Ireland)

3pm, Sunday 15 August
Set Theatre

Adrian Crowley In a recent interview with Rolling Stone, Ryan Adams named Adrian Crowley as one of his favourite ‘underground’ songwriters. In fact, Crowley is finally getting the recognition he deserves. Recently signed to legendary Scottish label Chemikal Underground, his fifth album, Season of the Sparks, won last year’s Choice Music Prize. 

Valerie Francis As the Irish Times points out, “it’s not every day that a relatively-unknown Irish singer is bigged-up by KanYe West” but this is the sort of thing that has happened to Valerie Francis since the release of her debut album, Slow Dynamo. The video for her single ‘Punches’ – which caught West’s eye – won IMTV’s Video of the Year, while Slow Dynamo was nominated for a clutch of awards and won Album of the Year in the Irish Independent.

TINDERSTICKS (UK) with 3EPKANO (Ireland)

8pm, Sunday 15 August 

St Canice’s Cathedral

In 1993 the Tindersticks’ eponymous debut introduced listeners to their dark, genre-blending world and Stuart Staples’s rich, tremulous baritone instantly struck a chord with music fans. After a five-year hiatus, a reinvigorated and newly-stripped-down band returned in 2008 with a flurry of inspiration that has so far spawned three soundtracks, two new studio albums and even music for a Louis Vuitton fashion show.

Tindersticks’ have scaled some dizzying heights, from duets with Isabella Rossellini to selling out the Royal Albert Hall.

3epkano3epkano are a Dublin-based, seven-piece band dedicated to producing original soundtracks for silent and avant-garde cinema. 

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

