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Press Release 

Kilkenny Arts Festival gives audiences something to sing about.

Classical Music Programme curated by Susan Proud

at Kilkenny Arts Festival

www.kilkennyarts.ie
6 – 15 August 2010

First things first. We’re looking for singers. 200 of them. 

Members of choirs throughout Ireland are invited to join an exclusive choral project – The Kilkenny Festival Chorus. Those accepted will take part in a week of workshops and rehearsals with leading soloists and conductor Fergus Sheil, all culminating in a performance in St. Canice’s Cathedral of Rossini’s “Stabat Mater” and Beethoven’s “Choral Fantasy”. Places are limited to 200, and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. Applications through www.kilkennyarts.ie
  
Continuing the focus on choral music, in Susan Proud’s memorable programme, one of Britain’s most celebrated choirs, The Cardinall’s Musick, will perform masterpieces from the Tudor period and the Choir of St Peter’s Cathedral in Belfast, made up of 40 boys aged 7-19, will perform at a Festival Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral.

The two solo recitals in the festival – from French lutenist Thomas Dunford and Finnish pianist Antti Siirala (winner of the 2003 Axa Dublin International Piano Competition) will be simply unmissable. 

The mellifluous tones of actor Barry McGovern will be heard in ‘Façade’ –  Edith Sitwell’s poems set to William Walton’s music – in the atmospheric Set Theatre, with Ensemble Nouveau conducted by David Brophy. And there is more music and poetry with pianist and composer Ellen Mandel’s settings of poems by Seamus Heaney, W.B. Yeats, Dylan Thomas, e.e. cummings and others, sung by baritone Robert Gildon.

Dutch baritone Maarten Koningsberger and pianist Finghin Collins present Schumann’s glorious song cycle Dichterliebe alongside songs by Brahms, Duparc and Butterworth while Irish-American soprano Aileen Itani and Canadian pianist Rachel Andrist give a recital of music by Fauré, Berg, Debussy and John Greer. 

Local musicians will have their moment, as two young Kilkenny musicians feature at the festival: guitarist Mark Anthony McGrath, who performs a unique blend of Celtic and Baroque music with UK organist Christian Wilson, and Kilkenny violinist Maria Ryan, recently appointed leader of London’s Southbank Sinfonia, performing music by Schumann, Arvo Pärt and J.S. Bach with pianist Ciara Moroney.

Meta 4 string quartet from Finland and the Lendvai String Trio bring youthful vigour to Schumann, Haydn, Dutilleux, Sibelius, Cras and Beethoven. Finally, the RTÉ Concert Orchestra with mezzo-soprano Anne Marie Gibbons present the ever-popular lunch-time concert of music by Gounod, Saint-Saëns, Waldteufel, Massenet, Ravel and von Suppé.

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

Programme Details:

ANTTI SIIRALA (Finland)

piano

St Canice’s Cathedral

8pm, Friday 6 August, 2010

Programme

JOHANNES BRAHMS 
Six pieces for piano op. 118

ARNOLD SCHÖNBERG 
Three piano pieces op. 11

FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN 
Ballade G minor op. 23
Ballade F major op. 38
Ballade A flat major op. 47
Ballade F minor op. 52
Even before he won both the Leeds International Piano competition and the AXA Dublin International Piano competition in 2003, Antti Siirala was recognised as one of the outstanding pianists of his generation. 
RTÉ CONCERT ORCHESTRA (Ireland)

John Wilson - conductor

Anne Marie Gibbons - mezzo-soprano

Niall Carroll - presenter

St Canice’s Cathedral

2pm, Saturday 7 August 2010

Programme

FRANZ VON SUPPÉ 
Light Cavalry Overture

MAURICE RAVEL 

Pavane pour une infante défunte
JULES MASSENET 

‘Je vous écris de ma petite chambre’ 

(Letter Scene aria) from Werther
ÉMILE WALDTEUFEL 
Les Patineurs (Skaters' Waltz)

CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS 
‘Mon cœur s’ouvre à ta voix’ 

from Samson and Delilah
CHARLES-FRANCOIS GOUNOD Ballet Music from Faust
Always one of the most popular events at the Kilkenny Arts Festival, the RTÉ Concert Orchestra brings its unrivalled repertoire to St Canice’s Cathedral this year for a lunchtime concert featuring the wonderful Irish mezzo-soprano Anne Marie Gibbons.

THE CARDINALL’S MUSICK (UK)

TALLIS & BYRD: Friendship in adversity

Andrew Carwood – conductor
The Black Abbey

8pm, Saturday 7 August 2010

Programme

THOMAS TALLIS 

Loquebantur variis linguis 

Verily, Verily, I say unto you 

Why fum’th in fight
O Lord, give thy holy Spirit
Absterge Domine
Gaude gloriosa

WILLIAM BYRD 

Apparebit in finem 

Propers for All Saints            

Introit Gaudeamus omnes
Gloria (Mass IV) - gregorian
Gradual Timete Dominum
Offertory Justorum animae
Sanctus (Mass IV) - gregorian
Communion Beati mundo corde
Infelix ego
Since its foundation in 1989, The Cardinall’s Musick has become “one of the most important vocal groups in Britain’s early-music armoury” (The Independent).  This programme presents the work of composers Thomas Tallis and William Byrd. Friends and colleagues in Tudor England, this programme features the massive Marian antiphon Gaude gloriosa from Tallis and the awe-inspiring setting of words by the Domenican martyr Giralamo Savanorola, Infelix ego, from Byrd. 

THOMAS DUNFORD (France)

Theorbo

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

11am, Sunday 8 August 2010

Programme

ROBERT DE VISÉE 

Suite in D major

Suite in A minor

Suite in G major

MARIN MARAIS 

Prélude

Muzette

La Rêveuse

Les Voix Humaines

At the age of nine, Thomas Dunford discovered the theorbo – a large lute with an extra set of bass strings which make it more suitable for playing baroque music. For this recital, he performs three suites by one of the great French composers from the era of the Sun King: Robert de Visée, a virtuoso lutenist. Also pieces from de Visée’s colleague at Versailles, the viola da gamba player Marin Marais (memorably played by Gérard Depardieu in the film Tous les matins du monde). Adapting some of Marais’ most magnificent pieces for the lute, Dunford pays tribute to these two exceptional French composers.

ENSEMBLE NOUVEAU (Ireland)

FAÇADE

An Entertainment for reciter and six instruments

Set Theatre

2pm, Sunday 8 August 2010

Music by

SIR WILLIAM WALTON (1902-1983)

Poems by

EDITH SITWELL (1887-1964)

Ensemble Nouveau

David Brophy - conductor

Barry McGovern – reciter

Noel Eccles - Percussion
Eamonn Nolan - Trumpet
Ciaran O’Connell - Flute   
Arun Rao - Cello
Kevin Hanafin - Saxophone 
John Meehan - Clarinet

Programme Notes

Façade, William Walton’s first important composition, was designed to accompany readings of a series of ‘experimental’ poems by Edith Sitwell. 

As the name suggests, Ensemble Nouveau is the new chamber music ensemble of DIT Conservatory of Music, bringing music staff at DIT together to perform chamber works. For this performance the ensemble will be joined by critically-acclaimed Irish actor Barry McGovern.

AILEEN ITANI (US/Ireland)

soprano

RACHEL ANDRIST (Canada)

Piano

St Canice’s Cathedral 

1pm, Monday 9 August 2010

Programme

GABRIEL FAURÉ 

Cinq poèmes de Venise
ALBAN BERG 

3 songs from Sieben frühe Lieder
CLAUDE DEBUSSY 

Chansons de Bilitis
JOHN GREER


My Fancy Late and Early
Irish-American soprano Aileen Itani has worked with many prestigious orchestras and is a regular guest soloist with the Royal Danish Opera. In 2009 she was awarded the Danish Music Reviewers’ Annual Prize.

Canadian pianist Rachel Andrist was appointed Head of Musical Projects at the Royal Danish Theatre Opera Academy in Copenhagen in 2008. She has worked with celebrated conductors including Sir Simon Rattle, Antonio Pappano, Rene Jacobs and Valery Gergiev. In 2008 

MARK ANTHONY MCGRATH (Ireland)

Guitar

CHRISTIAN WILSON (UK)

Organ

St Canice’s Cathedral
8pm, Monday 9 August 2010

Programme

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
Sinfonia from Cantata no. 29
Wir danken dir, Gott, wir danken dir 

(arr. for organ by Dupré)

TURLOUGH O’CAROLAN 

Pieces in G for solo guitar

PERTHSHIRE SET 


arr. McGrath/Wilson (guitar and organ) 

Neil Gow - Lament on the death of his second wife 






Gordon Duncan - The High Drive

JUDITH WEIR 


Ettrick Banks (solo organ)

ANONYMOUS (16th century)
Upon la, mi, re (solo organ)

AIDAN O’ROURKE 


The Quiet Place (guitar and organ)

SILVIUS LEOPOLD WEISS 
Chaconne in G minor (13 string guitar)

Duo Concerto in C major 

(13 string guitar and organ)

CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD 
Sonata Celtica (solo organ)

3 PIECES FOR GUITAR AND ORGANChampagne and Onions (M. McGrath)
Drummond Place (trad. Scottish)
The Princess Royal (O’Carolan)

Mark McGrath and Christian Wilson first performed at the Zeltig festival in Luxembourg in 2008 and astonished critics with their “magnificent coalition of 6 strings and 1000 pipes” (La Voix du Luxembourg). Now they bring their unique blend of celtic and baroque-inspired music to St Canice’s for a special evening of familiar and rare songs. 

“TO AN ISLE IN THE WATER”

Settings to Poems by WB Yeats, Seamus Heaney, e. e. cummings & others

Set Theatre

10pm, Tuesday 10 August 2010

1pm, Wednesday 11 August 2010

ROBERT GILDON (UK)

baritone

ELLEN MANDEL (US)

piano

Programme

ELLEN MANDEL

Settings of poetry to music

“A striking collaboration! The playful poetry of e .e. cummings set to music by New York composer Ellen Mandel … I wish I could give this CD to every poetry lover I know!”  

National Public Radio

In the mid 90s, New York composer Ellen Mandel began setting the poetry of e. e. cummings to music, finding an inspiring richness and depth. Sold-out concerts and critical raves followed, and in time she branched out to include well-loved works by WB Yeats, Seamus Heaney, Wallace Stevens and Ogden Nash.  Baritone Rob Gildon’s singing captures the spirit and emotion of each song, vividly communicating the dramatic and heartfelt experiences of these eloquent texts. 

MAARTEN KONINGSBERGER (Netherlands)

baritone

FINGHIN COLLINS (Ireland)

Piano

St Canice’s Cathedral

8.30pm, Wednesday 11 August 2010

Programme

ROBERT SCHUMANN

Dichterliebe op. 36 
JOHANNES BRAHMS

Five Songs op. 105 

Ständchen

Auf dem See

Es hing der Reif
Meine Lieder

Ein Wanderer

HENRI DUPARC 


L’Invitation au Voyage

Sérénade Florentine
Le Manoir de Rosemonde
Soupir
La Vie Antérieure
GEORGE BUTTERWORTH

Six songs for A Shropshire Lad   

Finghin Collins, “the most successful Irish pianist of his generation” (The Irish Times), joins forces with the formidable baritone Maarten Koningsberger for a very special song recital featuring Schumann’s glorious song cycle Dichterliebe (The Poet’s Love) alongside songs by Brahms, Duparc and Butterworth. 
MARIA RYAN (Ireland)

Violin

CIARA MORONEY (Ireland)

Piano

St Canice’s Cathedral

1pm, Friday 13 August 2010

Programme

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
Sonata for violin and keyboard no. 3 

in E major BWV 1016

ARVO PÄRT 



Fratres

ROBERT SCHUMANN

Sonata for violin and piano no. 1 

in A minor op. 105

Award-winning Kilkenny violinist Maria Ryan and pianist Ciara Moroney bring an eclectic programme to St Canice’s. Bach’s sonatas for violin and harpsichord are among the finest treasures that High Baroque chamber music has to offer while, at the other end of the spectrum, Part’s Fratres is regarded as a pinnacle of the ‘Holy Minimalist’ movement. 

META4 STRING QUARTET (Finland)

St Canice’s Cathedral

8.30pm, Friday 13 August 2010

Antti Tikkanen - violin
Minna Pensola - violin
Atte Kilpeläinen - viola
Tomas Djupsjöbacka - cello

Programme

HENRI DUTILLEUX 


Ainsi la nuit

JOSEPH HAYDN 


String quartet op. 76/3 ‘Emperor’

ROBERT SCHUMANN

String quartet no. 3 

Formed in 2001, young Finnish string quartet Meta4 has won first prize at both the International Shostakovich Quartet Competition in Moscow and the International Joseph Haydn Chamber Music Competition in Vienna and was selected as a BBC New Generation Artist in 2008. Their varied repertoire is played on a series of exceptional instruments including a Stradivarius violin, a Bellosio violin, a Guidantus viola and a Postiglione cello.

THE KILKENNY ARTS FESTIVAL CHOIR

THE KILKENNY FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA

St Canice’s Cathedral 

8pm, Saturday 14 August 2010

Fergus Sheil – conductor

Finghin Collins – pianist

Aileen Itani – soprano

Bridget Knowles – mezzo-soprano

Christopher Lemmings - tenor

Raitis Grigalis – baritone 

Programme

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN 
Choral Fantasy

ROSSINI 



Stabat Mater 
For the first time in its 37-year history, the Kilkenny Arts Festival hosts a ‘Festival Choir.’ Up to 200 amateur choral singers from far and wide will participate in workshops and rehearsals that culminate in a performance in the magnificent cathedral of St Canice.
LENDVAI STRING TRIO (Netherlands/Sweden/UK)

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle 

11am, Sunday 15 August 2010

Nadia Wijzenbeek – violin

Ylvali Zilliacus – viola

Marie Macleod – cello

Programme

JEAN SIBELIUS 


String trio in G minor

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN 
String trio op. 9 no. 2

JEAN CRAS 



String trio

The Lendvai String Trio formed as graduate students at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. Since then, these “full-blooded, confident musicians” (The Times) have drawn praise for their “persuasive playing, technically of the highest order” (The Strad). 
FESTIVAL MASS

THE CHOIR OF ST PETER’S CATHEDRAL, BELFAST

St Mary’s Cathedral

12.30pm, Sunday 15 August 2010

Nigel McClintock - director of music
Liam Crangle - organist

Music

Entrance: 

EDWARD ELGAR 


Ecce Sacerdos Magnus
Mass Setting: 

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART Coronation Mass

(Kyrie-Gloria-Sanctus-Agnus Dei)
Offertory: 

EDWARD ELGAR 


Ave Maria

Communion Motet: 

PHILIP STOPFORD 


Ave Verum
Communion Hymn: 

Sweet Sacrament Divine (3 Verses)

Voluntary: 

DIETERICH BUXTEHUDE 

Prelude and Fugue in A Minor

The St Peter’s Cathedral Schola was founded in 2008 and is made up of 40 boys aged between 7 and 19. Since its foundation the boys have toured London, Paris and Rome, broadcast with RTÉ Television. and were recently the subject of a three-part BBC documentary. 

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

