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Press Release
Once upon a time there was …..

a famous writer, a brilliant musician, some clever puppets, and two extremely funny clowns. 

And they all lived happily ever after 

at the

Children’s Programme curated by Joe Brennan

at Kilkenny Arts Festival

www.kilkennyarts.ie
6 – 15 August 2010

This year’s children’s programme in Kilkenny is a kaleidoscope of colour, sound, and song. The programme kicks off with The Magic Cube - a wonderful clowning show full of fun, creativity, competition and colour. On-Off is a beautiful piece of theatre that begins with the actor trying to figure out how to connect up some lights and develops into a love story. 

A new feature this year is the ‘Children’s Book of the Festival’, in association with Kilkenny County Library Services. Dark Days is the latest instalment in the Skulduggery Pleasant series by the winner of the Irish book of the decade Derek Landy. 

The sea comes to Kilkenny this year in the form of Blenny, the Waterdaughter, an enchanting tale about a strange fish revealing secrets in a small seaside town, and Whispering Waves, which features a boat, a mysterious fisherman and tales of the ocean waves. And there are two wonderful puppet shows: Miriam Lambert’s retelling of The Gingerbread Man and a very jazzy piece, The Billy Holiday Show, featuring a diva goat. Parapapel is a gorgeous piece of dance theatre that shows just what you can do with a simple piece of paper, and closing this year’s programme is Liam Ó’Maonlaí, who shares his unique musical talent in a special family show. 

THE MAGIC CUBE / IL CUBO MAGICO

PANDEMONIUM TEATRO (Italy)
Watergate Theatre

5pm - Friday 6 August

12pm & 2pm - Saturday 7 August

12pm - Sunday 8 August

Duration 50 minutes

Age 3 years +

Written and directed by Tiziano Manzini
With Walter Maconi and Yuri Plebani

Two clowns, One and The Other, discover a strange world made only of cubes: big cubes and small cubes, red cubes and blue cubes. To One, these cubes are only cubes. But The Other knows how to use them to build a whole world, and, little by little, he draws One into the game… 
THE GINGERBREAD MAN

MIRIAM LAMBERT (Ireland)

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

1.30pm & 3.30pm - Sunday 8 August

Duration 45 minutes

Age Group Suitable for families

Peek and Boo Stripped of their puppets, Miriam’s hands become two tousle-haired characters, Peek and Boo, who get themselves into (and out of) some sticky situations! 

The Gingerbreadman In this delightful rendition of the age-old tale, Miriam bakes the gingerbread, using herself as a ‘humanette’. But the freshly-baked biscuit runs, eluding everyone’s hungry grasp, until he meets a very clever fox…

A second generation puppeteer based in Kilkenny, Miriam Lambert has worked extensively as a puppeteer and puppet maker for Irish television and numerous Irish theatre companies. 

Miriam will be running puppet-making workshops for children on 9 and 13 August. See www.kilkennyarts.ie

BLENNY, THE WATERDAUGHTER

CUPS AND CROWNS (Ireland)

Barnstorm Theatre, Church Lane

12pm & 2.30pm - Monday 9 August

Duration 45 minutes
Age  7 – 12 years
Directed by Fiona McDonagh
Performed by Gillian Kelly


In a small fishing town off the coast of Ireland, Mack the lighthouse-keeper watches over the town and the ocean, but doesn’t feel part of either, not until the day a Blenny Fish follows him home!  Using only herself and the imaginary characters around her, Gillian Kelly brings audiences into Mack’s world and spins a magical and captivating tale. 

THE BILLY HOLIDAY SHOW

DOG AND STRING (Ireland)

12pm and 2.30pm - Tuesday 10 August 

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle
Duration 50 minutes

Age 4-10 years (not for the very small, there are scary bits)

Named after the great jazz singer, Billy Holiday is probably the world’s most famous singing goat. Star of the GBC (Goats Broadcasting Corporation), Billy is trying to help a few woolly would-be stars from the pool of talent that quietly grazes our hillsides. But can sheep really make it big in showbusiness? The audience must decide…

PARAPAPEL

DE MOLÉCULA (Spain)

Barnstorm Theatre, Church Lane

12pm & 2pm, Wednesday 11 August

12pm & 2pm, Thursday 12 August

Duration 50 minutes

Age 18 months up to 5 years

by Maral Kekejian, David Picazo and Patricia Ruz 

Onstage, there are just two friends and a roll of paper, but together they create a whole world. The performers transform the simplest of props into a magic carpet, a wave, a butterfly, a balloon, or a place to hide.

Parapapel is a mesmerising show that will keep young children enthralled.  And at the end of the show, children are welcome on stage to explore the possibilities of paper for themselves.

WHISPERING WAVES: STORIES OF THE SEA

A storytelling performance with JOE BRENNAN (Ireland)

The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

12pm & 2.30pm Friday 13 August

Duration 50 minutes

Age Children 8 years and over and their families

A chance encounter with an old fisherman reveals a treasure trove of stories carried by the waves. In an enthralling storytelling performance, Joe Brennan reveals the secrets of the waves. Joe has being delighting audiences in Ireland and around the world, with his stories for the last ten years. 

ON – OFF

LA BARACCA (Italy)

Barnstorm Theatre, Church Lane

12pm & 3pm, Sat 14 August 

12pm & 2pm, Sunday 15 August

Duration 45 minutes
Age Children 1-4 years and their families

By Andrea Buzzetti, Carlotta Zini and Valeria Frabetti

The enchanting spectacle of On-Off helps young children discover the language of light. Music and movement create a dance to the rhythms of the light switches. Lamps, bulbs and cables become flowers, a spoon, a candle, a carousel... 

On-off is a delightful tribute to children’s amazement at the behaviour of light (and to their interest in controlling it!). Since 1976, Bologna-based theatre company La Baracca has produced over 140 shows for children and put on more than 9,000 performances. 

DEREK LANDY (Ireland)

Hotel Kilkenny
3pm, Sat 14 August

Duration 1 hour

Age 10+

Derek Landy is a blackbelt in Kenpo Karate. But never mind about that – he’s also the author of Skulduggery Pleasant, recently voted the Irish Book of the Decade, and he’s coming to Kilkenny to talk about his life, his work, and his plans to build his own private munchkin army, just in case.... Skulduggery Pleasant is a wise-cracking detective, a powerful magician and a master of dirty tricks (all for the greater good, of course). 

If you’re nice to Derek he might give you the low-down on the latest Skulduggery installment, Mortal Coil. It’s a good idea to be nice to him. Did we mention he’s a blackbelt in Kenpo Karate?
In association with Kilkenny County Library Service, we’re delighted to announce that Skulduggery Pleasant: Dark Days is the Children’s Book of the Festival. 

LIAM Ó MAONLAÍ (Ireland)

Hotel Kilkenny
3.30pm, Sunday 15 August

Duration 90 minutes

One of Ireland’s best-loved musicians and singers, multi-instrumentalist Liam Ó Maonlaí brings us a world of sean nós singing, dazzling rhythm, piano and soul in this intimate concert designed for all the family.

CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS:

The Big Draw ( with Kilkenny’s Cartoon Saloon)

11am-1.30pm, Tuesday 10 August

Puppet-Making workshop with Miriam Lambert

10-11.30am, Monday 9 August and Friday 13 August

Construct with Nature 

11am-1.00pm Tuesday 9 August – Thursday 13 August

Children’s Craft Workshops

2-4pm, Tues 10 August, Wed 11 and Thurs 12 August

National Craft Gallery

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

