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A wealth of Irish literary talent is coming to Kilkenny this year, led by two of this island’s most distinguished novelists, John Banville and Hugo Hamilton, whose latest work features everything from Greek Gods to Serbian immigrants in Dublin. John Boyne and Andrew O’Hagan take us on a journey from revolutionary Russia to Marilyn Monroe’s bedroom, while fresh fictional voices arrive in the shape of journalist Ed O’Loughlin and Alaskan writer David Vann, whose work draws on their own extraordinary experiences. Another great Irish novelist, Joseph O’Connor, teams up with RTÉ’s Philip King to deliver an uproarious evening of conversation and song, while Paul Durcan brings his electrifying stage presence to the Watergate Theatre, and Michael Coady and Ciaran Carson showcase their latest work in the intimate setting of the Parade Tower.

In film we celebrate the celluloid career of one of Ireland’s finest actors, Gabriel Byrne, with screenings of some of his finest performances while in Ireland’s Athletic Assault and Battery?, Dr Seán Crosson looks back on early Hollywood’s very singular take on the GAA. 

The Irish Women’s Liberation Movement formed in 1970 in a Dublin restaurant, and a host of speakers including Nell McCafferty and Margaret MacCurtain gather in the Parade Tower to discuss the past and future of feminism in Ireland. The future is also very much on the minds of our speakers in When I’m Sixty Four, in which a distinguished panel – including Teresa Ghilarducci of the New School in New York – explore possible solutions to the pensions crisis in Ireland and beyond, while award-winning journalist Robert Fisk casts a robust critical eye over international issues in this year’s Hubert Butler Lecture. 

Gabriel Byrne on Screen, I Can’t, I Can’t and Ireland’s Athletic Assault and Battery? are presented in partnership with the IFI Irish Film Archive.

READINGS:

JOSEPH O’CONNOR (Ireland) 

in conversation with 

PHILIP KING (Ireland)

8pm, Friday 6 August

Watergate Theatre

PAUL DURCAN (Ireland)

4pm, Saturday 7 August

Watergate Theatre

JOHN BOYNE (Ireland)

ANDREW O’HAGAN (UK)

6pm, Sunday 8 August

Watergate Theatre

CIARAN CARSON (Ireland)

MICHAEL COADY (Ireland)

6pm, Tuesday 10 August

Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

JOHN BANVILLE (Ireland)

HUGO HAMILTON (Ireland)

Thursday 12 August

6pm, St Canice’s Cathedral

ED O’LOUGHLIN (Ireland)

DAVID VANN (US)

3pm, Saturday 14 August

Set Theatre

LITERARY EVENTS:

Saturday 7 August

10am – 5pm, Set Theatre

GABRIEL BYRNE ON SCREEN

Presented with programme support from the Irish Film Institute (IFI)

Introduced by Colm Tóibín, this special event celebrates the career of one of Ireland’s biggest stars and features screenings of some of Byrne’s most acclaimed roles.

Programme

10am


Introduction by Colm Tóibín
10.10am 

Stories From Home (Gabriel Byrne documentary)
11.30am 

Into The West
1.10pm-2.10pm
Lunch
2.10pm 

Miller’s Crossing
4.10pm 

In Treatment
4.35pm

In Treatment

ROBERT FISK (UK)

THE HUBERT BUTLER ANNUAL LECTURE
6pm Saturday 7 August

St Canice’s Cathedral

The Hubert Butler Annual Lecture was established in 2007 to honour the Kilkenny writer, historian and broadcaster whose remarkable consistency of vision and clarity of mind made him unique among Irish essayists.

In this year’s lecture, Robert Fisk will reﬂect on his experiences as a journalist since his early days as Belfast correspondent for The Times. Fisk believes that journalism should “challenge authority, all authority.

As a Middle East correspondent, ﬁrst for The Times and now for The Independent, Robert Fisk has survived bombs, bullets, beatings and two kidnap attempts while collecting a wealth of awards and writing two bestselling and  acclaimed books: Pity the Nation and The Great War for Civilisation.
The Irish Film Archive Presents

“IRELAND’S ATHLETIC ASSAULT AND BATTERY”: HOLLYWOOD AND HURLING

7pm – 8.15pm, Monday 9 August
Set Theatre
Programme

Ted Husing’s Sport Slants (1931) Episode 4

Ted Husing’s Sport Thrills (1932) Episode 5
Hurling (1936)

Three Kisses (1955)

Foreign Sports in the US (1959)

In the 1920s, 30s and 40s, the GAA organized annual tours to the US to promote hurling and gaelic football. The visits, often covered by newsreels, inspired several major studios to make short films about both sports. Dr Seán Crosson of NUI Galway presents a series of Warner Bros, MGM and Paramount films, some just recently acquired by the Irish Film Archive and shown for the first time in Ireland since the 1930s. From the 1936 film Hurling, which prompted a deputation from the GAA to demand cuts from the Irish censor, to the Oscar-nominated Three Kisses – a film featuring the legendary Cork hurling team of the 1950s – Dr Crosson examines how Irish sports were represented in Hollywood, and traces the evolution of Irish identity onscreen.

Dr Seán Crosson is Programme Director of the MA/PGDip in Film Studies at the Huston School of Film & Digital Media in NUI, Galway. 
 “WHEN I’M SIXTY-FOUR”

A Symposium on Pension Reform

6pm, Wednesday 11 August

St Canice’s Cathedral

Introduced by Catriona Crowe
Chaired by Fintan O’Toole

Speakers: Teresa Ghilarducci (US), Jim Stewart (Ireland), Gerry Hughes (Ireland)

When I’m Sixty-Five is a symposium setting out a plan for sustainable pensions for all. The National Pensions Framework claims to set out “a fair and equitable approach that encompasses all elements necessary for future pension provision”. But does it?

Teresa Ghilarducci, Professor of Economics at the New School for Social Research in New York, has developed a radical plan to fund retirement in the US. Her proposal for Guaranteed Retirement Accounts has been described as the reform against which all others must be measured. It has also led to her being dubbed “the most dangerous woman in America”. 

Jim Stewart and Gerry Hughes from the School of Business in Trinity College Dublin have both written extensively on pensions in Ireland and in other European countries. As part of the Trinity College Pension Policy Research Group they have exposed the flaws in Ireland’s current pension arrangements and put forward a fairer way of funding retirement. 

FORTY YEARS OF FEMINISM? 

Where we were, where we are, and where we’re going

4pm Friday 13 August

Screening of I Can’t …. I Can’t (aka Wedding Night)  

Directed by Piers Haggard, 1969

6pm, Friday 13 August

Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle

In 1970, an Irish woman couldn’t sit on a jury, buy contraceptives, drink a pint in a pub, get a barring order against a violent partner, or be paid the same rate as a man. That these and other discriminatory laws have been transformed in the last 40 years is thanks in no small part to the actions of determined activists like the Irish Women’s Liberation Movement. 

Formed in a Dublin restaurant in 1970, the IWLM agreed with June Levine that “the big mistake to make in life is to go around asking for permission”. From their legendary appearance on the Late Late Show, to the famous ‘contraceptive train’ to Belfast, the IWLM captured public attention with a series of fearless and high-profile challenges to the status quo, and their influence on the women’s movement, and on Irish society, is immeasurable. 

Chaired by Diarmaid Ferriter, Professor of Modern Irish History, UCD, author of Occasions of Sin; Sex and Society in Modern Ireland and writer/presenter of The Limits of Liberty, shown on RTÉ in June 2010.

Speakers

Margaret MacCurtain, historian, pioneer of Irish women’s history, author of Ariadne’s Thread; Writing Women into Irish History.

Catriona Crowe, archivist, former President of the Women’s History Association of Ireland, manager of 1901-1911 Irish Census Online.

Nell McCafferty, journalist, playwright, broadcaster, author of A Woman to Blame: the Kerry Babies Case and Nell, her autobiography.

Bridget Fitzsimons has just completed an Arts degree in English and Film Studies at UCD. She will be editing one of UCD’s student newspapers, The University Observer, for the next academic year.

The discussion will be preceded at 4pm by a special screening:
IFI Irish Film Archive presents 

I Can’t …. I Can’t (aka Wedding Night)  

Directed by Piers Haggard, 1969

Based on a screenplay by Lee Dunne (banned author of the novel Goodbye to the Hill [1965] and of the subsequent Evening Herald article “Goodbye to the Pill” [1970]),  I Can’t ….I Can’t tells the tale of Mady (Tessa Wyatt), a young Irish Catholic bride who refuses to consummate her marriage to Joe (Dennis Waterman). The film created controversy before its 1969 premier at the Cork Film Festival, prompting the Most Rev Dr Lucey to unsuccessfully seek its withdrawal – not least because “with its nude and semi-nude scenes it must lead to immodest thoughts”. It has not been screened in Ireland since. 

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

