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Press Release

This is live.

This is now.

Dive in.

Theatre and Dance Programme curated by Tom Creed

Kilkenny Arts Festival

www.kilkennyarts.ie
6 – 15 August 2010

These are seven of the most exciting Irish and international performances that curator Tom Creed has come across recently. And given how much theatre Tom Creed sees, this is high praise indeed. It’s exciting, moving and equally accessible for hardened theatre-goers or adventurous first-timers alike. 

The programme consists of three unconventional strands:

· REAL LIVES - Quarantine and Una McKevitt put their real lives on stage. Susan and Darren and Victor and Gord open up to the audience, telling their own hilarious and moving stories. So too does Shane from THEATREclub, who invites you to help him solve the problems of being a young man in the world today.

· WITH A DRINK IN YOUR HAND - Action Hero and Ponydance invite you to watch their shows in well-known Kilkenny pubs. Their work is adventurous, exciting and interactive. 

· ONE ON ONE – Shows with one peformer and one audience member. It just doesn’t get any more intimate than that. Ontroerend Goed (The Smile Off Your Face) and Adrian Howells (Foot Washing for the Sole) are truly once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 

PONYDANCE (Northern Ireland)

WHERE DID IT ALL GO RIGHT?

6.30pm, Friday 6 – Sunday 8 August 

The Left Bank

Duration 50 minutes

Directed by Leonie McDonagh
Performed by: Paula O'Reilly, Ryan O'Neill, Leonie McDonagh, Duane Watters

Four people in a bar, trying to get out of it. The ever-industrious ponydance, champions of comedy dance theatre, serve up four outstanding performers who dance their way into hearts, minds and underwear. 

ponydance are a Belfast-based theatre company founded by Leonie McDonagh and assisted by Paula O’Reilly. 

UNA MCKEVITT (Ireland)

VICTOR AND GORD

1pm Friday 6 – Tuesday 10 August

Cleere’s Pub

Duration 55 minutes

Written and directed by Una McKevitt

Designed by Ciarán O’Melia

Performed by Jay Breen, Vickey Curtis and Aine McKevitt

Real life friends Vickey Curtis and Aine McKevitt – aka Victor and Gord – have only one thing in common: each other. Friends since before they can remember and now in their mid-twenties, Victor and Gord revisit the everyday experiences that cemented their friendship and wonder where it all went wrong. 

Una McKevitt is a Dublin-based theatre practitioner making theatre from real lives told by the people who live them. 

Ontroerend Goed in association with Richard Jordan Production Ltd (Belgium/UK)
THE SMILE OFF YOUR FACE

2pm-5pm and 6pm-9pm Friday 6 – Tuesday 10 August

Rothe House

Duration 25 minutes

Directed by: Sophie De Somere & Joeri Smet

You are blindfolded, you are in a wheelchair, tied up. There is no stage. There is no public, no fixed spot in the lights where actors perform. In fact, you don't know where you are.

In advance of the presentation of Ontroerend Goed's full immersive theatre trilogy at Ulster Bank Dublin Theatre Festival this autumn, Kilkenny Arts Festival present the Irish premiere of the extraordinary The Smile Off Your Face.

One of the most exciting performance companies in the world right now, Ontroerend Goed create intimate, individual performances as well as larger-scale theatre plays, exploring the boundaries and codes of performing arts.

ACTION HERO (UK)

A WESTERN

6.30pm, Wednesday 11 – Thursday 12 August 

Kyteler’s Inn

Duration 50 minutes

Created and performed by Gemma Paintin and James Stenhouse

We want to make a Western. We have a cowboy hat and some ketchup. We want the scene where our hero walks into the bar and everyone stops talking. We want to cheat at cards. We want blood and guns. Together with their audience, Action Hero reclaims the Western and celebrates the failure of generic heroes, cheap whores and the all American idol.

Action Hero is Bristol-based artists Gemma Paintin and James Stenhouse. 

THEATREclub (Ireland)

GROUP THERAPY FOR ONE

1pm Wednesday 11 – Sunday 15 August

Cleere’s Pub

Duration 70 minutes

Devised by Shane Byrne and Grace Dyas

Performed by Shane Byrne

Directed by Grace Dyas

Shane’s a bit f****d up. He wants you to be the witness at an inquest into his life.  

THEATREclub are Shane Byrne, Doireann Coady and Grace Dyas. They make shows about themselves and the people and things around them. Created with fun and love, and framed by manic ambition their work is visually electrifying, drenched in substance and socially engaged. 
QUARANTINE & COMPANY FIERCE (UK)

SUSAN & DARREN

An event with dancing

8pm (6.30pm pre-show dance workshop)Thurs 12 – Sat 15 August

6pm (4.30pm pre-show dance workshop) Sun 16 August

Watergate Theatre

Duration 90 minutes

Performed by Darren Pritchard and Susan Pritchard

Directed by Richard Gregory and Renny O'Shea

Susan Pritchard is Darren Pritchard’s mother. Darren lives at home with Susan, in the house he grew up in. Darren is a dancer. Susan cleans, for Darren, and professionally.  The audience helps Susan and Darren prepare for one of their famous parties.  Along the way there will be devastation, intimate conversation and a lovely buffet.  

Quarantine & Company Fierce join forces with choreographer Jane Mason and writer Sonia Hughes to invent the kind of performance where real life doesn’t stop when the show starts. 

ADRIAN HOWELLS (UK)
FOOT WASHING FOR THE SOLE

IRISH PREMIERE

Friday 13 – Sunday 15 August 11.45am-1.45pm, 3pm-5.45pm, 7pm-9pm 

The Hole in the Wall

Duration 30 mins

Breaking down the barriers between performer and audience, live artist Adrian Howells tenderly and lovingly washes, oils and finally massages the participant’s feet in a one-to-one encounter that is at once beautiful, thought-provoking and filled with humility. Foot Washing for the Sole is an intensely personal and moving interaction, forcing audiences to address their own spirituality, culture and faith.

Adrian Howells is a live artist creating work that promotes intimacy and genuine exchange with an audience, often in an autobiographical or confessional context and often presented in non-traditional performance spaces. 
Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

