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 “My paintings are not about what is seen. They are about what is known forever in the mind.” said artist Agnes Martin.

And each of the artists in the Visual Arts Strand of Kilkenny Arts Festival has a very strong practice reflecting his and her own individual creative reality. There is no one theme running through the exhibition, which includes film, paintings, photographs, installation and sound.

As these artists continuously push boundaries, what is pictorially simple and straightforward might not be, and what is abstract might be straightforward.

The artists have a refreshing global perspective - Declan Clarke, Ciaran Walsh and Eoghan McTigue are all Irish born and living in Berlin; Susan Philipsz is Scottish also living in Berlin. Willie Doherty was born and lives in Derry; Stephen Loughman, Dennis McNulty, Fergus Martin and Michael Coleman are Dublin based; Eithne Jordan is Dublin born living mainly in France and William McKeown is from County Tyrone and living in Edinburgh. 

New Visual Art Curator for 2010

Oliver Dowling is an independent contemporary visual art specialist with comprehensive experience representing Irish artists, galleries and public institutions, offering particular expertise in curating exhibitions, advising on policy and forming collections.

He started his curatorial career with the Arts Council in 1967 touring exhibitions of Irish art within Ireland; was Director of the Oliver Dowling Gallery, Dublin from 1975 to 1994 showing Irish and International artists; curator of visual arts programme of L’Imaginaire Irlandais, France 1996; Visual Arts Specialist to the Arts Council 1997 to 2006. He is also Co-founder and curatorial advisor for Dublin Contemporary 2011, a major exhibition of international art. 

SUSAN PHILIPSZ (Scotland)

10am-8pm, Kilkenny Castle Park

Installation - Woods So Wild

FIAC, Paris. 2009

A 2010 Turner Prize nominee, Susan Philipsz is interested in the ways that sound and space can define and mediate each other, by creating subtle yet immersive installations in which the artist’s voice is the central medium. Philipsz is best known for recording herself singing unaccompanied versions of popular or folk songs which she replays in public spaces or in a gallery. 


Susan Philipsz was born in Glasgow in 1965. Her solo exhibitions include When Day Closes, IHME Project, Pro Arte Foundation, Helsinki (2010); Lowlands, Glasgow International, Glasgow (2010); I See a Darkness, Tanya Bonakdar Gallery, New York (2010); You Are Not Alone, Radcliffe Observatory, Modern Art Oxford (2009) and Out of Bounds: Susan Philipsz, Institute of Contemporary Arts, London (2008). She lives in Berlin.

DECLAN CLARKE (Ireland)

Time & Location:

10am-7pm Rothe House, Parliament Street

Cologne Overnight considers the development of 20th Century Western ideals through the ruins that have been left in their wake through the legacy of Nobel Laureate Heinrich Böll. The current recession is considered by contrasting the ghost estates that currently predominate throughout Ireland with the abandoned village on Achill that Böll poetically equated with the post-war ruins of Cologne.

Declan Clarke was born in 1974 and studied at NCAD and Chelsea College of Art, London. In 2002/03 he represented Ireland on the PS1MoMA International Residency Program in New York. Recent solo exhibitions include Loneliness in West Germany, Goethe-Institut, Dublin, Declan Clarke & Derek Jarman, Serpentine Cinema, Serpentine Gallery at The Gate Cinema, London (2009) and Nothing Human is Alien to Me, Pierogi, Leipzig (2008). He lives in Berlin.

MICHAEL COLEMAN (Ireland)

Time & Location:

10am-7pm, 11 Patrick Street

Around the Park is a series of twelve watercolours based on the artists time as an artist in residence in the Phoenix Park, Dublin from 2005 - 2008. Each work is edged with interrupted pathways surrounding a central field. 

Michael Coleman is a self-taught painter living and working in Dublin who held his first one-man exhibition at the Oliver Dowling Gallery in Dublin in 1977. Described by critic Aidan Dunne as “an exceptionally rigorous painter of usually monochromatic abstracts”, Coleman’s work has drawn widespread praise. Referring to his “great red colourfield” at the Belfield Campus of UCD, the late Dorothy Walker wrote that she was in the presence of “the finest abstract painting” and poet Dennis O’Driscoll talks of Coleman’s “dedication and integrity”. 

WILLIE DOHERTY (Ireland)

10am-7pm, Rothe House, Parliament Street

Buried 2009

Single channel video installation, colour, sound

Duration: 8 min

Since 1985, Willie Doherty has produced a substantial body of photography and video in and about his native city of Derry. His work is deeply engaged with location and explores themes of individual and collective subjectivity, memory and responsibility.

Willie Doherty lives and works in Derry and represented Northern Ireland at the Venice Biennale in 2007. He was shortlisted for the Turner Prize in 1994 and 2003. He has had numerous solo exhibitions, including shows at the Städtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau, Munich, the Hamburger Kunstverein, the Dallas Museum of Art and the Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art, Toronto.

EITHNE JORDAN (Ireland)

10am-7pm, 11 Patrick Street

A hauntingly atmospheric picture of night-time Vienna emerges from Eithne Jordan’s most recent paintings, as she continues her exploration of some of the hidden and forgotten spaces in Europe’s great cities. 

Eithne Jordan was born in Dublin in 1954. She studied at Dun Laoghaire School of Art from 1972-76 and at Hochschule der Kunste, Berlin, 1984-85. A member of Áosdana and of the RHA, she is one of Ireland’s leading figurative painters. Recent solo exhibitions include Centre Culturel Irlandais, Paris (2007), West Cork Arts Centre (2007), The Dock, Carrick-on Shannon (2007), Kilkenny Arts Festival (2007), Fenderesky Gallery, Belfast (2007) and Rubicon Gallery, Dublin (2007 and 2010). She lives and works in France and Dublin.

STEPHEN LOUGHMAN (Ireland)

10am-7pm, 11 Patrick Street

Stephen Loughman’s new series The Fisherman’s Widow takes its name from a print found on the wall of the room of one of Jack the Ripper’s victims. Loughman is interested in the notion of an artwork as witness to a crime. Each painting takes as its source a “grab” from a film (Dressed to Kill, Klute and From the Life of the Marionettes). These images come preloaded with associations embedded within the narrative of the films from which they are taken. In this case the common narrative thread is the prelude to a violent act. For Loughman, the act of painting these images functions as a distilling method which slows down and fetishises what is only a few seconds of film time. The titles of the works are taken from the scripts of the respective films.

Stephen Loughman was born in 1964 and lives and works in Dublin. He graduated from NCAD in 1987 and has mounted numerous solo shows at the Kevin Kavanagh Gallery. He has participated in group shows at IMMA, Galway Arts Centre, the European Central Bank, Frankfurt, and the 26th Sao Paulo Bienal in Brazil.

WILLIAM MCKEOWN (Ireland)

10am-7pm, 11 Patrick Street

These paintings have developed out of the theme of immersion that has preoccupied William McKeown for many years. The subject matter of the paintings is that in each human being there is a deep biological affinity with a state of non-separation. This surfaces constantly throughout our lives in many different situations, from sitting in the bath to diving into a swimming pool to drinking a glass of water to standing on the beach being mesmerised by the beauty of the ocean. 

William McKeown lives and works in Edinburgh. He studied at Central St Martin’s School of Art & Design, Glasgow School of Art and the University of Ulster at Belfast. He has mounted solo exhibitions at the Kerlin Gallery, the Douglas Hyde Gallery, the Ormeau Baths Gallery, Belfast, the Project Arts Centre and IMMA and two-person exhibitions at Middlesbrough Museum of Modern Art (with Felix Gonzales Torres) and the Kerlin Gallery (with Dorothy Cross). In 2005 he was part of a group exhibition representing N. Ireland at the Venice Biennale. 
DENNIS MCNULTY (Ireland)

10am-7pm, Ormonde Car Park (top floor)

To view Dennis’s work, enter the Ormonde car-park through the door in the lane behind the AIB on the High Street. Take the lift to level 6 and walk up the stairs to level 7. Go through the door and walk to the other end of the car park.

Dennis McNulty works to create ‘situations’, space-specific sound-performances or site-related installations.

McNulty’s recent shows include Mixtapes at the Lewis Glucksman Gallery, Cork (until October), Nothing is impossible at the Mattress Factory, Pittsburgh, USA and HaVE A LoOk! HAve a Look! at FormContent, London. He represented Ireland at the São Paulo Bienal in 2004 and returned to the Bienal in 2008 with the collaborative multidisciplinary project Weightless Days. He is represented by Green On Red, Dublin.

EOGHAN MCTIGUE (Ireland)

10am-7pm, Kitchen Corridor, Kilkenny Castle
There are five large photographic prints in the series Aerial Plane. The photographs depict reflective panels that have been used as information display boards. The boards have been stripped bare by the artist and worked on in an attempt to erase all traces of their previous function. The more intensely the boards are worked on, the more disturbed the surface appears. Scratches reflect light, and bits of transparent Sellotape and residual glue combine to give the panels a fractured and distressed appearance. 

Eoghan McTigue completed an MA in Art and Architecture in 1995. In 1999 he was awarded a Bursary in Contemporary Criticism, and his work was published in instalments by Circa Art magazine. In 2001 he undertook a residency at Kunst Werke in Berlin and has been living there ever since. 

FERGUS MARTIN (Ireland)

10am-7pm, 11 Patrick Street

In his painting and sculpture, Fergus Martin tries to find a shape that gives a feeling of ‘holding’ as much as possible.  He often thinks of tanks filling up with water, of rivers rising to the brim. In 2008 Martin’s sculpture, Steel, commissioned by the OPW, was installed at the entrance gates of The Irish Museum of Modern Art. 
Martin was born in Cork in 1955. He studied at Dun Laoghaire School of Art (1972 – 76) and The New York Studio School of Drawing, Painting and Sculpture (1991). He lived in Italy from 1979 to 1988, where he lectured in English language at the University of Milan. In 1988 he returned to painting and since then has exhibited widely in Ireland and internationally. While primarily known as a painter, Martin’s practice has widened over the years to include sculpture and photography and digital imaging. He lives and works in Dublin and is a member of Aosdana.

CIARÁN WALSH (Ireland)

10am-7pm, Rothe House, Parliament Street

Iris Stream (2009) and Conduit (2009)

Ciarán Walsh’s work investigates the interaction between the physical and non-physical. In his sculptures, installations, video and paper-based works, Walsh creates a perceptual space for his artworks between aesthetical objects and theoretical drafts.

Walsh was born in Carlow and received an MA in ‘Art in the Contemporary World’ from NCAD. Since 2003 he has exhibited at various art spaces in Ireland, including solo shows at VISUAL (Carlow) and Four (Dublin), and major group shows in, amongst others, Project Arts Centre, Mother’s Tankstation, The City Arts Centre (all Dublin) and The Dock (Leitrim). He self-publishes the art-zine Travelogue and lives and works in Berlin.

Christine Monk is the publicist for the 2010 Kilkenny Arts Festival 

Contact her anytime: 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

