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If you like the idea of:

· Waiting eagerly in the crowd for Tindersticks, Damo Suzuki or Adrian Crowley to play live

· Being transported by an incredible art installation courtesy of 2010 Turner-prize nominee Susan Philipsz 

· Hearing Robert Fisk give the annual Hubert Butler lecture

· Singing your heart out in St. Canice’s Cathedral – or listening to the breathtaking technique of young Finnish musicians like pianist Antti Siirala or string quarter Meta4.
· Seeing John Banville, David Vann, Hugo Hamilton, John Boyne, Andrew O’Hagan, and Joe O’Connor discuss their work

· Engaging with Mali’s Ballake Sissoko and his magical kora playing.

· Mesmerising children’s events with Derek Landy and Liam Ó’Maonlaí 

· Watching a day of Gabriel Byrne films on the big screen

· Being blindfolded in a wheelchair for a once-in-a-lifetime theatrical experience

Then read on…..

We’re so excited. We’ve been watching all the summer festivals roll out their programmes over the past weeks – and now finally, it’s our turn!

The Kilkenny Arts Festival stands out from other festivals with a unique programming dynamic of eight cultural curators. Working together with Festival Chief Executive Damian Downes they are all leading artists and practitioners in their areas of expertise, and this specialist knowledge is apparent in all corners of the programme. Over 23,000 people flock to this 10 day cultural extravaganza every August, and here are some of the many reasons to make the trip in 2010.

For lovers of literature

Curated by : Colm Tóibín

A wealth of literary talent is on display this year in a programme featuring John Banville & Hugo Hamilton, John Boyne & Andrew O’Hagan, Ed O’Loughlin & David Vann, Joseph O’Connor & Philip King, Michael Coady & Ciaran Carson, Paul Durcan, the celluloid career of Gabriel Byrne and some amazing archive films of the GAA in Hollywood. Irish feminism will be discussed by Nell McCafferty and Margaret MacCurtain, among others. A distinguished panel – including Teresa Ghilarducci of the New School in NY and Fintan O’Toole – will explore possible solutions to the pensions crisis. And award-winning journalist Robert Fisk will present the annual Hubert Butler Lecture.
For the indie infidels

Curated by:  Matthew Nolan

This year’s WIRED strand offers an eclectic blend of genres and style with Tindersticks, Adrian Crowley, Damo Suzuki, Erik Friedlander, And So I Watch You From Afar, Mick Flannery, a rare performance by Pierce Turner and a new music night in the Set Theatre, headlined by Halves, alongside Kilkenny’s own Geppetto and Teffia Ki. 

For theatre’s true believers

Curated by: Tom Creed

In an exciting and accessible programme for hardened theatre-goers or adventurous first-timers, are seven of the most exciting Irish and international performances that curator Tom Creed has recently encountered. (And, believe us, he sees a lot of theatre). Theatre is taken out of conventional spaces, into historic buildings, pubs and bars. 

Susan and Darren (Quarantine), Group Therapy for One (THEATREclub) and Victor and Gord (Una McKevitt) put real lives on stage, telling hilarious and moving stories. A Western (Action Hero) and Where Did It All Go Right (Ponydance) stage their adventurous and interactive shows in well-known Kilkenny pubs. For the most intimate theatrical experience, the one you’ll be talking about for years to come, are shows with only a single performer and a single audience member. The Smile Off Your Face (Ontroerend Goed), where you are blindfolded in a wheelchair throughout and Foot Washing for the Sole (Adrian Howells) where your feet are lovingly washed by the artist, are truly once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 

For connoisseurs of classical music

Curated by:  Susan Proud

With this year’s focus on choral music, for the first time there will be a Kilkenny Festival Choir. Led by conductor Fergus Sheil, amateur choral singers will participate in workshops and rehearsals culminating in a performance in St Canice’s Cathedral with celebrated singers Christopher Lemmings, Raitis Grigalis and Bridget Knowles, alongside featured Festival performers pianist Finghin Collins and Irish-American soprano Aileen Itani. Other choral events include The Cardinall’s Musick performing masterpieces from the Tudor period and the Choir of St Peter’s Cathedral, Belfast. 

Other highly anticipated performances will come from Finnish pianist Antti Siirala -  winner of the 2003 AXA Dublin International Piano competition and recognised as one of the outstanding pianists of his generation; the magnificent lute playing of Thomas Dunford; Dutch baritone Maarten Koningsberger; Canadian pianist Rachel Andrist; young Kilkenny musicians guitarist Mark Anthony McGrath, and organist Christian Wilson; violinist Maria Ryan, recently appointed leader of London’s Southbank Sinfonia, performing with pianist Ciara Moroney; Finnish string quartet Meta4; Lendvai String Trio; and the RTÉ Concert Orchestra with mezzo-soprano Anne Marie Gibbons. Music and poetry can be a wonderful combination. Actor Barry McGovern performs and David Brophy conducts in ‘Façade’ –  Edith Sitwell’s poems set to William Walton’s music And composer Ellen Mandel’s settings of poems by Seamus Heaney, W.B. Yeats, Dylan Thomas, e.e. cummings and others, will be sung by baritone Robert Gildon.

For art aficionados

Curated by : Oliver Dowling

surface & reality will have eleven artists exhibiting in five Kilkenny venues in an exhibition that will run as a pathway through the city using film, paintings, photographs, installation and sound. The relaxed Festival atmosphere will allow viewers to enjoy this journey through the work of some very fine artists indeed. There is no single exhibition theme, yet none of the artists presents work that is necessarily obvious on the surface. What is pictorially simple and straightforward might not be and what is abstract might be straightforward. Nothing can be taken for granted; these artists continuously push boundaries. Geographical boundaries are also pushed, with Irish artists Declan Clarke, Ciaran Walsh and Eoghan McTigue all living in Berlin, as does Scottish 2010 Turner prize nominee Susan Philipsz. Stephen Loughman, Dennis McNulty, Fergus Martin and Michael Coleman are all based in Dublin. Two time Turner nominee Willie Doherty lives in Derry; Dublin’s Eithne Jordan lives mainly in France and Co. Tyrone’s William McKeown lives in Edinburgh. 
For the true music maniacs

Curated by: Gerry Godley

If you had to choose just one gig in this lineup, make it St Canice’s for the double bill of Calcutta slide guitarist Debashish Bhattacharya and his brother Subashish on Indian percussion, followed by cellist Vincent Segal and the exquisite Malian kora player, Ballake Sissoko.

The Ale Möller Band bring many different traditions together into a sum greater – and groovier – than its parts. Konono No.1 create irresistible, magnetic trance music from Kinshasa, and The Innisfree Céilí Band do what it says on the tin. It doesn’t get any more local than The County Session, an exposition of all that’s great about traditional music in Kilkenny. Evan Christopher, Michael Buckley, Andy Irvine, Tarab, Fidil and the Dublin City Jazz Orchestra with Honor Heffernan will all vye for your attention, as some truly great music makes the Festival swing.

For craft connections

Curated by: Angela O’Kelly

Two exhibitions at the Craft Council of Ireland’s National Craft Gallery in Kilkenny.

Gallery One will host London-based jeweller Mah Rana’s exhibition Jewellery is Life showcasing her conceptual jewellery, and Meanings and Attachments, an interactive exhibit of written and photographic images of individuals with their jewellery. Kilkenny audiences are invited to participate. Think about the jewellery you are wearing today, and the stories you could tell about how those pieces came to be in your life.

Gallery Two showcases 14 makers who are Embracing Technology. Combining hand crafting with new technologies like laser cutting, water jet cutting, rapid prototyping, motion capturing, textiles set in concrete, interactive magnetic wall coverings and site-specific textiles for walls and windows.

For the most fabulous of family events

Curated by: Joe Brennan

Wonderful clowning in The Magic Cube will open the children’s programme. On-Off is a beautiful piece of theatre that develops from connecting up lights into a love story. The ‘Children’s Book of the Festival’, will be Dark Days from the Skulduggery Pleasant series by Derek Landy, recently voted Irish book of the decade. There are two shows about the sea -  Blenny, the Waterdaughter and Whispering Waves. Puppetry is a popular feature with Miriam Lambert’s retelling of The Gingerbread Man and The Billy Holiday Show, featuring a diva goat. Parapapel will perform a gorgeous piece of dance theatre, and the musician Liam Ó’Maonlaí has created a special family musical experience.

Christine Monk is the publicist for the Kilkenny Arts Festival

Contact her anytime on 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net

